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[bookmark: _Hlk144288572]We would like to thank the reviewer and editor for the important suggestions to improve the manuscript. We considered the suggestions very carefully and they contribute to improve our work in a critical way. Please see the point-by-point response below.
Response to Reviewer Comments
Reviewer #1:
Point 1: Line 62-63: Confirm this. rock phosphate has a pH of more than 7. How can liming which is raising the soil pH above 6 enhance P release from RP. In actual sense, RP requires acidulation with for example organic acids to chelate the mineral and release the bound-P. 

Response 1: Thanks for pointing this out. We agree with this suggestions and changed the text accordingly, as in the revised manuscript line 62-63. 
The sentence: “Therefore, adjusting soil pH by application of lime can be a potential strategy to alter plant-availability of soil P and enhance utilization of RP for maize growth [17,18,21,22].“ has been corrected to “Therefore, adjusting soil pH by application of lime can be a potential strategy to alter plant-availability of soil P and affect utilization of RP for maize growth [17,18,21,22].”

Point 2: Line 107: On Table 1 – Consider splitting the 2021 results to show characteristics for each plot or treatments (DAP, RP) as opposed to pulling the results together.

[bookmark: _Hlk144286141][bookmark: _Hlk144325353][bookmark: _GoBack]Response 2: Thanks for the nice suggestion. The soil analysis in Table 1 is for the initial soil fertility and we did not further differentiate between plots with different phosphorus fertilizer treatments (DAP and RP) before the experiment started. So, we have no data for this and the only way to present it is by DAP and RP plots together.

Point 3: Line 261: Figure 3 - It would have been good to see the interaction effect of cultivar and P-fertilizers under lime and no lime. For instance what was the performance of Stabil under No-P, RP and under DAP when liming was done and when liming was not done.

Response 3: Thanks for the nice suggestion. We followed the comments from the reviewer. We added the simple means for all the traits analyzed. Given in the tables in the supplementary material (Table S1 and Table S2).

Point 4: Line 368: Several studies have been done already. Use of sulphur, milk sludge, organic acids etc

[bookmark: _Hlk144286461]Response 4: Thanks for the nice comment. We agree with this point. As in the revised manuscript line 384-387. 
We corrected it to “Therefore, although some studies were also published in the use of soil amendments to increase P availability (e.g. organic acids [43], biochar [44]), improving P use efficiency and reducing P losses in crop production remain to be further investigated.”
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