REBUTTAL LETTER 1

Dear Editor/Reviewer,
Thank you so much for your useful comments and suggestions on our manuscript entitled “Diagnostic Performance of Various Clinical Specimens for the Detection of Covid-19: A Meta-Analysis of RT-PCR Studies”. We have modified the manuscript accordingly using tracked changes, and detailed corrections are listed below point by point:


Reviewer 1
Comment 1
Comments and Suggestions for Authors
Please see my comments in the attached manuscript – Reviewed

Response
Thank you so much for your insights towards our manuscript which helped us to improve it in the best possible way. We have modified the manuscript according to the comments.

A. Suggest to move Table 1 to a supplementary file. In the current format, the table is too detailed. Authors can also consider summerizing Table 2 contents in case they want to keep them in the main text.
Response
	Authors would like to keep Table 1 in the manuscript itself as it includes a main body of information and Table 2 can be made as supplementary file as suggested by the reviewer. It has been made as supplementary file S2.

B. Suggest to move Table 2 to a supplementary file. In the current format, the table is too detailed. Authors can also consider summerizing Table 2 contents in case they want to keep them in the main text.
Response
	As suggested by the reviewer, the Table 2 has been moved to Supplementary file and the necessary subsequent changes have been made.

C. The subsequent sections include repetitive sentences. To minimize redundancy and reader fatigue, suggest to summarize the findings from different sample types in tables.
Response
	As suggested by reviewer, the findings from meta-analysis of various samples are summarized in Table 2, to minimize redundancy and reader fatigue

D. Suggest to move this table 3 to supplementary

Response

Authors would like to keep Table 3 in the body of manuscript itself as it includes a main body of information

E. This whole section does not deliver a clear message. Authors need to elaborate how they would propose to use AI and ML to develop diagnostic tools. What is the relevence of anti-inflammatory drugs and other deseases in COVID-19 diagnosis, especially by RT-PCR - since this review focusses on RT-PCR?
Response
	This part of the manuscript has been modified as per reviewer suggestions

Comment 2
Comments on the Quality of English Language: Needs moderate editing.

Response
We have language edited the manuscript and made the necessary changes as required.

Comment 3

Also noticed redundant sentences that need to be minimized to avoid reader fatigue.

Response
Thank you for your insights. We have removed the unnecessary information.






