

Response to Reviewer 2 Comments

Point 1: Bullying in schools is a prevalent problem. It occurs all around the world, with a higher prevalence in some areas and among certain genders. The current study aims to look into the concerns among 15-year-old middle school students. Why is this age group mentioned in the title?

Response 1: Thanks for your comments. The reason this age group mentioned in the title is that the data materials used in our study are from the 2018 PISA test, and the subjects are all 15 years old middle school students.

Point 2: There is no conclusion or advice in the abstract. It is advised to leave out the numbering in each subsection.

Response 2: We have added conclusion including recommendation advice at the end of the abstract, and deleted the numbering in each subsection.

Line 10-36

…Conclusions: Boys, students who have repeated grades, truancy and are late for the class, and students with lower ESCS suffer from more severe school bullying. When developing school bullying interventions, teachers and parents should pay more attention to those students, and provide more emotional support and encouragement to them. Meanwhile, students in schools with a lower discipline atmosphere and a higher level of competitive atmosphere experience greater levels of bullying, and schools should create more positive and friendly environment to prevent bullying events.

Point 3: Because many studies on school bullying had been published, the introduction needed to indicate a clear study gap. Part of the historical information in the introduction can be omitted or summarised.

Response 3: We have added some expressions to indicate the study gap. Also, we have deleted some historical information, such as the prevalence of bullying surveyed by other international institutions, leaving only the PISA data.

Line 112-119

In conclusion, it can be seen that school bullying is affected by various factors of individuals, families, and schools, but there have been some contradictions among past studies, such as age and school type, which may be related to sampling or research methods. In addition, few studies have explored the various factors influencing bullying by combining different levels of data…

Line 50-74

Point 4: It is preferable if the authors can discuss the study design, study area, source and reference population, sample size determination, and sampling procedure. It is assumed that the authors used data from the PISA 2018 student questionnaire, hence a description of the questionnaire is provided.

Response 4: Thanks for your kind suggestions. We have added more detailed information about descriptions of student and school questionnaires, and sampling methods, see in Appendix A.

Line 691-748

Appendix A
1. The introduction to PISA and descriptions of student and school questionnaires
2. The procedure of data collection

Point 5: The description of the components in Table 2 is unclear; what does average mean (particularly when dealing with categorical data)?

Response 5: Thanks for your question. In the process of modification, we combined Table 1 and 2, and explained the meaning of category variables in the annotation of Table 1. And we converted all the category variables in the study into dummy variable.

Line 192-195

For categorical variables, the Average refers to the percentage of the latter category in each variable. For example, for gender, 0.521 represents the proportion of male students is 52.1%; for Grade repetition, 0.063 represents the proportion of students’ repeating grade is 6.3%; and for School type, 0.140 represents the proportion of private schools is 14%. Other categorical variables are similarly interpreted.

Point 6: The conclusion and discussion were well written.

Response 6: Thank you for your affirmation.
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