

	Recommendation
Reviewer 3
	Authors position
	How was corrected

	Point 1: Line 31: Add some recommendations at the end of the abstract to policymakers and implementers.
	Agree
	The following was included in the abstract: lines 32-36.

It is recommended that the Provincial Council of Hydrographic Basin include the design of legal risk indicators for forest cover management into the sub-plan for forest area increase. These recommendations constitute a set of related actions to improve the sustainability of the above mentioned management. See lines 587-599.

	Point 2: Line 86: [xx-xx] what does it mean?
	Agree 
	We apologize for this omission. the references were corrected and we included [18-20]. See lines 89-92


	Point 3: Line 233: Table 2 moves into the appendix section.
	I do not agree
	It is recommended to keep it for better understanding of the text.


	Point 4: Line 419: Improve Figure 5.
	Agree 
	Evaluations were carried out in relation to the results obtained and described in Figure 5. These are rendered on lines 376-411.

	Point 5: Line 224: The result section is weak so; I suggest that needs reworking.
	Agree
	
The results are restructured according to the method:
Method      Results

PHASE I. Study of Legal Norms regarding forest cover in river basins and their application in Cuba
3.1. Legal and institutional manifestations of the legal protection of forest cover in Cuba.
See line 224.
3.2. Legal aspects that reveal legal risk in the river basin management legal system.
See line 268.
3.3. The causal relationship between the legal limitations and the damages embodies the legal risk.
See line 368

PHASE II. Evaluation of the forest cover of the San Juan River basin	
3.4. The case study on deforestation in the San Juan Basin (2014-2020).
See line 412. 

	Point 6: Line 421; Discussion section: This is an important part of the study and writes at least two to three pages. Your writing of the discussion section looks more like a conclusion section and is very weak. Moreover, discuss and compare your results thoroughly and argue your results with other similar research in order to emphasize the originality and novelty of the research.
	Agree
	The discussion section was enriched. See lines 490-564.

	Point 7: Line 493: Conclusions are very short so it needs reworking.
	Agree
	The conclusions were restated. See Lines: 565-599.

	Point 8: Write some recommendations separately to policymakers and implementers as a new subsection after the conclusion.
	Agree
	Recommendations were included in this section, see lines: 587-599.

	Questions:

1. What are the contributions of your research?
	Agree
	The article's contributions are revealed in the scientific findings that demonstrate the causes of deficiencies in legal standards. For the first time, they are analyzed from the perspective of legal risk, at least in Cuba. The perspective proposed in this article reveals that there are dimensions that strengthen the ontology of legal risk and are outlined in the probability of affecting the processes of ordering, planning, and management of the hydrographic basin, based on the direct possibility of losses due to non-compliance (or imperfection) of legislation affecting the management of the hydrographic basin or the inability to enforce legal requirements for proper basin management; or as a regulatory change risk by competent (local, national) authorities affecting adversely that management. Such elements can be observed in lines 521-523, 526-533.

	2. How does it improve our overall understanding of the subject material?
	Agree
	The scientific path taken in this study highlighted the need for a strategic law enforcement policy to significantly reduce deforestation. Identifying the legal vulnerabilities that determine legal risk allowed for the creation of an analytical framework to generate innovative legal strategies associated with the configuration, interpretation, and application of laws to curb deforestation processes in watershed management. The identification of legal limitations has been an important component in revealing that their main effects are concentrated in two aspects that hinder the development of a comprehensive policy for protecting forest cover in watersheds. Namely, the proliferation of counterproductive behaviors and the violation of guarantees associated with the formal and material requirements of legality. Such elements can be observed in lines 535-538.

	3. What future directions in research are suggested from your findings and conclusions?
	Agree
	The article has revealed new nodes of scientific research on the role of the institutional legal subsystem in watershed management processes, such as: valuation of legal risk in its relationship with ecosystem conservation; integration and implementation of legal risk in innovative decision-making for watershed management; legal innovation strategies for the sustainability of watershed management processes. Such elements can be observed in lines 576-584.

	4. How does your research complement and support the key hypotheses from the published literature on this subject?
	Agree
	A new analytical category (legal risk) is provided to understand the complexity of informed decision-making processes. Key actors will have a tool that impacts the processes of conservation and protection of the watershed. This elements can be observed in lines 547-553.





Many thanks to the reviewer for the important contributions to the improvement of this article. The authors.
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Point   1:   Line   31:   Add   some   recommendations   at   the   end   of   the   abstract   to   policymakers   and   implementers.  Agree  The   following   was   included   in   the   abstract:   lines   32 - 36.     It   is   recommended   that   the   Provincial   Council   of   Hydrographic   Basin   include   the   design   of   legal   risk   indicators   for   forest   cover   management   into   the   sub - plan   for   forest   area   increase.   These   recommendations   constitute   a   set   of   related   actions   to   improve   the   susta inability   of   the   above   mentioned   management.   See   lines   587 - 599.  
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