Response to reviewer 1 queries

We are grateful for all the comments and feedback on the submitted manuscript. We have made changes to the extent indicated, i.e., linguistic correction, change of tables to figures, improvement of the methodological description and review of the results presented. In addition, we have included the results contained in the supplementary materials in the main text of the manuscript. Below are the answers to the questions raised.
1. I didn’t see it necessary to use tables (table 1 and 2) presenting these variables. Instead of tables, simple figures would be much appreciated by the audiences.
Thank you for your valuable advice. We have converted table number 1 into a corresponding figure. We also wanted to present the data in Table 2 in the form of a graph, however, due to the nature of the data obtained, we feel that the graph may not be sufficiently readable (see graph below). For this reason, we decided to leave the results as a table.
[image: ]
2. Since VEGF-A/VEGFR axis is the main interest of this study, a bit more comprehensive assessments would be needed. For instance, besides the level of mRNA expression (Figure 4), western blot for Vegfr1 and Vegfr2 should be at least evaluated.  
We agree with the reviewer's comment regarding the presentation of the results in a wider range of results for the analysis of the VEGF-A/VEGFAR axis. We have already attempted to quantify the VEGFR2 receptor protein by Western blot, but we encountered methodological problems as a result of which we did not obtain a signal at the appropriate level. In addition, at the time of western blot analysis, antibodies against VEGFR1 were not commercially available. For this reason, we decided to quantify mRNA for the relevant receptors by real time PCR and the results are included in the manuscript. Therefore, we cannot at this stage enrich our manuscript with the results of the analysis of the amount of receptor proteins. Nevertheless, in this situation, we propose to present the results of VEGF-A immunofluorescence in the renal tubules in the main part of the kidney, and not as additional results. We hope that the presentation of these results in the mainstream of work will enrich the substantive layer of work on the VEGF-A/VEGFR axis.
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