Reviewer 2
The reviewed manuscript is innovative and, apart from cognitive values, can have practical significance, consisting in the use of native communities to limit the development of foreign species. Hypotheses and their verification are a great value of the reviewed manuscript.

Thank you. We appreciate the review.
Lines 100-105: A map with the distribution of research plots would be welcome
We understand that maps are often very helpful in ecology research articles and we appreciate this suggestion. However, because sites were relatively close to one another (less than ~ 10 km) and we expect that most readers will be unfamiliar with the geography of southern California’s Pomona Valley, we decided that a map would not be an optimal use of space in our manuscript. Coordinates and site descriptions are provided in the methods section and in the metadata in the KNB ecological dataset.
Line 350: is ...Cailfronia shoud be....California

Thank you for catching that. It has been corrected.

