Response to reviewers’ comments and suggestions

Title: Effects of nutrition counselling and unconditional cash transfer on child growth and family food security in internally displaced person camps in Somalia – A quasi-experimental study

We would like to express our appreciation and gratitude to the useful and detailed comments given by the reviewers to our paper that helped to improve the manuscript. We have addressed all the comments in the manuscript marking in red to make them visible. Withdrawn texts were not retained as crossed-out text. There were also spelling mistakes and grammatical errors in the previous version that has now been revised but not highlighted in red. 


	Comments and suggestions by Reviewer 1

	Authors’ responses

	The research project is a study about nutrition and food security. It is very important in Somalia. The paper is well written and easy to understand.


	Thank you so much for this comment. 

	1.    Abstract
Line 3, ‘To evaluate the effects of NC and NC combined with unconditional cash transfer on children’s growth and food security in Somalia.’ The sentence is not completed.

Lines 13-15, ‘A culturally tailored NC programme over longer period … might result in a significant reduction in malnutrition and food insecurity.’ You might need literature support for the statement.

	
Thank you we have rephrased this sentence. Now it reads: “Therefore, this study aimed to evaluate the effects of NC and NC combined with unconditional cash transfer (NC+UCT) on children’s growth and food security in Somalia”


We are grateful for this comment as we agree that it needed to be phrased more carefully.  It now reads: “Thus, a culturally tailored NC programme over a longer period, supplemented with cash transfer, could be beneficial to consider when designing interventions to reduce malnutrition and food insecurity.”


	2. Background
Line 8, it is better to use the full name for UNHCR.

Line 19, ‘Nutrition counselling part of strategies to reduce malnutrition in children.’ The sentence is not completed.

	
We have spelled out the abbreviation UNHCR
Line 8: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

Thank you, we have revised the sentence, which now reads:
“Nutrition counselling has often been part of strategies to reduce malnutrition in children and is mainly aimed at promoting and/or strengthening caregivers’ knowledge and practices regarding children’s health and nutrition”

	 3. Methods
       Study design
Ethics approval and informed consent should be included in the methods.

	


We have included the ethical approval and text about informed consent in the end of the section with the heading Study design. 

	      The study used two intervention groups and one  
      control group. The control group did not receive 
      intervention. If an intervention is expecting to have
     positive impact on health, it is better to have all the
     participants receiving the intervention. The
     appropriate study design is stepped wedge. It is my 
     suggestion for future research.





	We fully agree with your comment, a stepped wedged design would have been better and somewhat easier to conduct. We will absolutely consider this in the future. 

	    Sample size
    Design effect of 2.0 (ref), please include the reference.

	

We have included refences. 

	4. Discussion
There were limitations in the study as you discussed in the manuscript. How did the caregivers spend the money is also an influence factor, as you mentioned that the quality of the training and supervision of CNVs is very important.

	
Thank you for the useful and detailed comments. We have revised the discussion accordingly. 


	Please check your contexts ‘one possible explanation for our intervention not showing any improvement … in different seasons. The baseline survey was conducted during the dry season, and the follow up was conducted during the dry season.

	Thank you for this comment, we have rephrased and added some text on this.  



