The work addresses what can be a useful piece of information on an individual accessory protein (ORF7a) of both SARS-CoV and SARS-CoV2: its in vitro capacity to up-regulate pro-inflammatory cytokines. Due to several minor and medium issues (mainly involving methodologies and statistics), I don't see this manuscript ready for publication the way it's currently presented. Please see my comments below for adjusting it accordingly.
lines 92-94: Authors must provide a supplementary figure on the cassette scheme for the heterologous expression, depicting the plasmid vector (pET-28a), position of the restrictions sites for the insert, and the insert sequence itself flanked by the primers used in the PCR reaction performed prior to cloning. Finally, The genome accession number for the strains authors are relying on must also be provided.                    
Response: A supplementary figure had been prepared to provide information for gene cloning.
line 156: Replace "express" by "expressed".
Response: The mistake had been corrected. 
line 159: Replace "was" by "were". As far as I understood, it's referring to "centrifugation pellets" (plural), isn't it?
Response: The mistake had been corrected.
line 183: Figure 2 caption needs adjusment.
Response: We had carefully checked the caption.  
lines 194-205: Authors must inform which statistical test was employed, as well as the p-values of the comparisons emphasized in that paragraph. As usually observed in many papers, asterisk(s) could also be used on Figure 3 to indicate p-values below certain threshold(s) observed mainly in significant differences.
Response: We had applied the P-value statistics (labeled with asterisk) for Figure 3 and 4. The corresponding significant differences were addressed in the paragraph. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115248729][bookmark: _Hlk115248758]lines 197-198: That sentence needs adjustment for a better reading. Replace "stronger" by "more effective", and "promoting" by "up-regulating".
Response: These suggestions had been adopted. 
lines 208-216: Same statistical concern raised above (for lines 194-205) also applies to this paragraph and Figure 4.
[bookmark: _Hlk115247130]Response: We had applied the P-value statistics (labeled with asterisk) for Figure 3 and 4. The corresponding significant differences were addressed in the paragraph. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115248886]line 301: Replace "evade immune evasion" by "evade immune system".
Response: The error had been corrected.
[bookmark: _Hlk115249015]line 307: Replace "highly homologous" by "highly conserved".
Response: These suggestions had been adopted.
line 308: Replace "ectodomain" by "ectodomains".
Response: The error had been corrected.
lines 321-322: More information must be provided about the methods for the visualization of those ORF7a 3D structuresa on Figure 5 (e.g. tool and its respective settings used). This info must be added on both Figure caption and in the Methods section.
Response: Figure 5 had been moved to the Result section. The corresponding methods to perform structural alignment and generate the figure had been addressed in the Material and Methods section.    
