Thank you for taking your time to review “Examination of sexual identity negotiation, risk perception, condom compliance and healthcare seeking behavior of transgender sex workers in India” and for providing feedback. I have provided responses to reviewer comments below. 

Reviewer Comment 1:
Objectives of the current study: Move from p.4 “Based on data collection and data analysis the paper identified five primary themes. The latter helped to delineate sexual identity negotiation among the interviewed transgender sex workers, explore risk awareness and condom compliance, understand contextual barriers to healthcare seeking behavior, examine specific barriers to sexual health screening and testing, and analyze voicelessness and the lack of a community platform among the transgender sex workers” to Findings.

Author Response 1:
Said text moved from objectives (page. 4) to Findings and Discussions (page 6).

Reviewer Comment 2:
Methodology Study Areas The sex work sites visited included neighborhoods in Sonagachi like Nilmoni Mitra Street, Balaram Dey Street, Abinash Kabiraj Street, Rabindra Sarani, and Prem Chand Boral Lane. Additionally, we included the red-light area of Sheoraphuli---a town in Hooghly district of West Bengal---called Garbhanga, and the red-light district of Kalna, a town in Bardhaman district of West Bengal. A total of 38 transgender female sex workers participated in this study. In this section, authors need to provide more information on the studied communities/areas

Author Response 2:
More information provided on these geographical locations as suggested (pages 4-5, under section 3.1)

Reviewer Comment 3:
Where there no other methods of reaching out to prospective participants than the initial three identified by DMSC?

Author Response 3:
Unfortunately, no. This was added on page 4 under section 3.1. “In the red-light district, communicating and reaching out through DMSC was the only means of access to the sex workers. So, recruiting participants independently was not possible.”

Reviewer Comment 4:
I suggest author/s provide a table showing the socio-demographic characteristics of the 38 participants

Author Response 4:
As suggested a table with the participants’ socio-demographic characteristics has been created and inserted on pages 5-6 under section 4.0 (Findings and Discussions)

Reviewer Comment 5:
Change sentence structures and paragraphs

Author Response 5:
[bookmark: _GoBack]All sentence structures and paragraphing changed as suggested on pages 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 14 and 15.
