To:
The Editor
Submission of Manuscript for publication
Dear Sir,
Following the revision required for an article entitled “Meta-analysis of the association between Dietary Inflammatory Index (DII) and colorectal cancer” submitted to your journal as a Review Article earlier. Attached herewith is the revised version of the article to fulfil the reviewers’ comments.
	No
	Reviewers’ comments
	Author response
	Word line

	Reviewer 1

	
	Please state in the Methods section why only studies published between 2017 and 2021 were included in the analysis.

	Despite the consistency of DII as an instrument in substantial evidence-based research, the additional food parameters and revised scoring algorithms enhanced the comparability between studies [19]. Considering the utilization of revised version DII in recently published studies concerning colorectal cancer justifies the selection of the latest five years duration.
	Line 102-106

	
	Although the authors state in the Introduction that the studies published in previous years (Fowler 2017) dealt with the western type diet, in addition to studies from Europe and America, they also included studies from Australia, Korea, Jamaica, and Iran, so it cannot be said that only the western diet type was analyzed. The same variables were also examined and the same results were obtained.
	To date, the evidence on the usefulness of the DII in predicting the risk of CRC is established mainly focus on the western diet with little input from other parts of the world based on the studies published before 2017 [14,15].
	Line 59-62

	
	Another major objection is that both the variables examined, diet and sedentary lifestyle ultimately lead to an increase in BMI. BMI has been researched in at least 13 of these studies and presents a result that will interest readers of this article. The authors did not mention its significance in a single sentence. This addition would represent a good new contribution to the significance of the study, even in the case of a negative finding, because in an earlier meta-analysis (Fowler 2017) that already had the same results and population, BMI data were not analyzed.
If this changes will not done the study is a simple replica of a paper published by Mackenzie E. Fowler, Tomi F. Akinyemi from 2017.
	The interplay of modifiable risk factors such as unhealthy dietary patterns and sedentary lifestyles have partly contributed to the complexity of obesity to an extent [49]. Several epidemiological evidence have demonstrated that individuals with higher-than-normal BMI are likely to have a higher risk for CRC [49,50,51,52,53]. In a large population-based cohort trial, obesity during early adulthood and the constantly increasing BMI throughout the lifespan were significantly associated with CRC [54]. Recent genetic studies suggested that for every one-unit increase in genetically predicted BMI, there is an increase in the odds ratios for CRC [55,56,57], indirectly implies the causality relationship between obesity and CRC. Although the current review reported statistically significant heterogeneity between studies with adjustment for BMI, future studies should consider the influence of residual confounding to delineate the true effect of BMI on CRC.

	Line 282-292

	Reviewer 2

	
	The figures are not immediately readable, please check the size and/or the pixels/inch, because they look blurry.
	The author has improved the figures
	Figure 2 and Figure 3



The article provides updates on the recent evidence pertaining to the potential dietary inflammatory of diet associated with risk for colorectal cancer. It gives an explicit overview of culture-specific dietary patterns that may influence the timely development of colorectal cancer, thus the need for global guidelines as prevention strategies. The article fits the scope of the journal due to the topic coverage on nutrition and cancer issues discussed in depth. We confirm that neither the manuscript nor any parts of its content are currently under consideration or published in another journal. All authors have approved the manuscript and agree with its submission to Nutrients.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,
Asmawati
