Response to Reviewer 3 Comments

Thank you for allowing me to review the article entitled “Energy imbalance gap, anthropometric measures, lifestyle, and sociodemographic correlates in Latin American adults. Results from the ELANS study ”(ijerph-1444505).
This is a very interesting work in the relationship between nutrition and physical exercise, obesity is really a priority issue due to the trend we see today.
The aimed to study the energy gaps between intake and expenditure of energy in the adult population in Latin America, and its relationships with sociodemographic variables and nutrition status.
Response: 

Summary:
The abstract could have some introductory phrase, the objective presented is not exactly the same as the one found at the end of the introduction. In the abstract, the abbreviations used must be identified with their meaning, some are there, but others are not, therefore it must be indicated.
Response: Thanks for your suggestion. We have improved the abstract, as have suggested.

The conclusion should be fit for purpose, it should be rewritten.
Response: The conclusion was reviewed and included the information that was lost

Key Word: I suggest you add Latin-America.
Response: Thanks for the suggestion we add Latin-America

Introduction:
The introduction should inform about the subject, line 94 I think should be eliminated since the phrase does not make sense ... please check it.
Response: The sentence referred in the comment was reviewed and corrected

Material and methods
The study design is based on the ELANS study is a household-based multi-national cross-sectional study carried out with the aim of collect reliable and comparable information about energy intake and energy expenditure in representative samples of eight Latin American countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela), but the date on which the data was collected must be indicated, as well as whether it is a longitudinal study or a cross-sectional design, as appears from the results presented. It would also be necessary to clarify how the participants in the sample have been selected from the ELANS study. And the date on which it was made.
The methodology used is well described.
Response: Thanks for your comment. In Study design and sample, we specify that using a randomized complex multistage sampling process stratified by geographical location, sex, age, and socioeconomic status, that is describe elsewhere. And the date on which the ELANS study was made was included as suggested 

Results
There are well presented.
Response:  Thank you for your positive comment.

Discussion
In the discussion, it is expected to interpret the results obtained in the context of knowledge, however, its discussion is scarce and lacks this information. It must be expanded.
Response: The results are now better described in the discussion, the analysis was complemented 

Conclusions
The conclusions must be derived from the results obtained and presented in the work.
Response:The  recommended information was included as request


Response: The study period was included, is described in Study design and Sample section
