Dear Editor-in-Chief of JCM:

Thank you for your helpful comments on the manuscript titled “Analysis on microbial profiles & components of bile in patients with recurrent CBD stones after endoscopic CBD stone removal (jcm-1282410).” We have revised our manuscript as suggested by the reviewers and agree to the points the reviewers have indicated. They are as follows:

[Reviewer’s Comments]
1. "a preliminary study" should be reported in the abstract title.
 As suggested, the following paragraph was modified in the Abstract  
Before: The aim of this study was to investigate the microbial profile and components of bile in patients with and without recurrent CBD stones after endoscopic CBD stone removal.
After: The aim of this preliminary study was to investigate the microbial profile and components of bile in patients with and without recurrent CBD stones after endoscopic CBD stone removal.
 
2. The composition of the bile in the individual bile salts has not been reported.
 As you have suggested, the percentage composition of the individual bile salts should have been reported, but only the total amount of the bile salts was measured in the current study. In the future studiesnear future, we are planning onwill analyzinge the composition of the individual bile salts. As suggested, the following paragraph was modified in the Discussion section.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Before: Third, even though specific profile of bile acids and their concentrations appear to be key factors in lithogenic potency, exploration of the bile proteome was not performed in this study.” 
After: Third, even though specific profile of bile saltsacids and their concentrations appear to be key factors in lithogenic potency, exploration on the composition of the individual bile salts in the bileacid composition was not performed in this study.
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