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Dear Reviewer,

Thank you very much for the opportunity to reconsider the manuscript and to undertake revisions, marked with red colour into the document, by addressing the observations received! Thereby, we have performed several improvements that have added significant value to our research endeavour. We are very grateful for investing your time to analyse the paper and make very useful, encouraging and thoughtful comments and recommendations. 
Thus, in accordance with the observations received, we have made the following revisions:
1. As regards the first observation that „Abstract - needs to end with how the results impact the field, and how the methods can be applied further to improve the craniofacial field” – thank you very much! We have added an additional paragraph at the end of the abstract covering the issues outlined by the reviewer (lines 48-54).  
2. Regarding the second observation that „Introduction - The last paragraph needs more elaboration regarding how the 2 techniques - Gaussian Graphical Models (GGMs) and Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) - are advantageous for this study, and if other craniofacial studies have benefited from them” and the fourth observation that „Materials and Methods - A part of this section contains explanation on why GCMs and SEMs are used, some of that can be moved to the introduction to address concern #2” – we thank you very much for these suggestions and observations. We have moved several ideas from section 3 Materials and Methods to the Introduction, along with other mentions in this regard. Hence the Introduction has been significantly improved.  
3. For the third observation that „Introduction should end with a summary sentence of key results that links it to the Results section” – thank you very much! We have added this summary sentence at the end of the introduction.
4. As regards the observation that „Results 3.1 and 3.2 - the titles of these sections need to be made specific to reflect what is being presented in these sections. Current titles are vague and general” – we have reconfigured the titles of these two sections, thank you very much!
5. Regarding the observation that „Discussion - needs to include 1 or 2 sentences to describe how this study is advantageous over previous ones to address the concerned problem” – thank you very much! We have added these sentences in Discussion section and further enhanced the innovative side of our paper.
6. Regarding the observation that „Conclusion - Potential impact on the field as a bigger picture pertaining to other craniofacial diseases need to be mentioned in 1 or 2 sentences” – thank you very much! We have added these statements in the Conclusions section.




