Reviewer 1
Comments and Suggestions for Authors
I was wondering if the number of authors is not a problem. However, I think that numerous authors from excellent departments offer an interdisciplinary look at the problem of autism.
Similar to the authors, I accept the approach that the most effective intervention in ASD is expected by primary prevention aimed at pregnancy and at early control of the main effector molecular pathways. It is a correlation of all potential factors, such as microbiology, immunology, genetics, epigenetic factors, and living environment. I am a supporter of this approach and it seems to be the most appropriate in my opinion.
The quality of the manuscript is excellent. The authors provided crucial information in the article, including current SARS-coV-2 virus problem. I am delighted with the amount and reliability of the facts about autism presented. The text is clear and orderly.
The number of references is impressive and needed in such a comprehensive description of the ASD problem.
We thank you so much for your very nice appreciation. 

I only have a few minor comments:
Grateful to your kind suggestions, we took care of them in the text 

- Please, correct the font in the authors' affiliations. Done

- Please, refine the description under Figure 1.
As per your suggestion, we tried to refine the legend of figure 1 and replaced the old one with the following one:
Figure 1. Interplay between the main determinants of Autism Spectrum Disorder. MD, Mitochondrial dysfunction; MIA, Maternal Immune Activation; ROS, Reactive Oxygen Species  

In the new individual, matrilinear transfer of mitochondria and microbiota adds to the genetic information stored in the maternal and paternal germinal cells. Environmental factors as a whole may directly affect the epigenetic machinery, as it happens with heavy metals, or may influence the interconnected molecular pathways involved in the ‘bad trio’ (mitochondrial dysfunction (MT)/oxidative stress (ROS) plus maternal immune activation (MIA) plus dysbiosis). The ‘omniscient placenta’ [51] drives the metabolic and epigenetic regulation of fetal programming, hence influencing the ontogenesis and the crucial early stages of neurodevelopment. 
The epigenome - similarly to a software switching genes on and off [29] – is programmed in an adaptive and predictive sense by the intrauterine and cellular microenvironment, setting the limits of physiological adaptations to postnatal environment and influencing lifelong risk for diseases [43].
After birth, the same mechanisms involving environmental factors and the ‘bad trio’ are at play, and may continue to undermine human health lifelong. As for neurodevelopment, the maximum impact occurs in the first two years of life, which is the crucial time window for brain wiring. 
- Please, replace the spelling, e.g. "First 1000 Days" with ‘First 1000 Days’.
Thanks, we replaced the spelling as you suggested 
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