REVIEWER 1
Comments and Suggestions for Authors
The clarification of the mediation analysis and the information from MacKinnon et al. was especially helpful. Similarly, the later reference to a micromediationnal chain. The inclusion of reference to top-down and bottom-up also strengthened the paper. Here the only reference you point a reader to is Bridgett et al. (2013). That paper is not about appetite self-regulation and it contains one brief reference to the top-down bottom-up approach. As this approach has recently been used in a number of publications about food-related self-regulation in children, it would probably help a reader not familiar with this approach if you included a couple of relevant references.
· We agree that the Bridgett et al. (2013) article is focused on emotional self-regulation rather than appetite self-regulation. Our measures are more directly relevant to child temperament (reactivity and self-regulation) and what we refer to as emotional self-regulation. However, we do appreciate Reviewer 1 calling our attention to the emerging work on the construct of “appetite self-regulation” which is very relevant to our study. We have revised section 4.2 to reference “appetite self-regulation”. We now reference work by Stoeckel et al. (2017) and Saltzman et al. (2018) to focus attention more specifically on potential relations between emotional self-regulation and appetite self-regulation. We believe these constructs are related but also somewhat different from one another, so we refer to both constructs in the manuscript and have revised multiple parts of the manuscript to reflect this nuance. As a result, we also modified the title of the manuscript to reflect the recognition of the construct of appetite self-regulation.
In section 3.3 where you summarize relationships between variables you use “low” and “high”. It would be more accurate here to use “lower” and “higher” throughout that paragraph.
· Thank you for pointing out this detail and nuance and in Section 3.3. We have now revised this section.
I am still finding it a little difficult to master the role and idea of “emotion self-regulation” as you use it. In the abstract when you wrote about the main objective of the study you simply referred to the investigation of pathways from child temperament to body composition. The word or idea of emotion self-regulation did not appear in the abstract, and the abstract was clear and coherent without it. I looked at the title and wondered about whether or how the concept of emotion self-regulation added clarity to your work. I wondered whether it might work for you if the title was “Parental child-feeding in the context of child temperament and appetitive traits: Evidence for a biopsychosocial process model of childhood eating and weight status”.  Similarly, throughout the paper, I was not sure whether the term “emotion” was helpful. For example, on line 43 you refer to the temperamental basis for emotional self-regulation. Why refer here to only emotional self-regulation. Rather, it seems throughout the paper that you are arguing that temperament is related to self-regulation (not just emotion self-regulation). In particular, you refer to the two dimensions of temperament as contributing to bottom-up (negative affectivity) and top-down (effortful control) processes in self-regulation.   In the conclusion you also focus only on temperament and there is no mention of emotion self-regulation.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We really appreciate Reviewer 1’s comments about our construct of emotional self-regulation. As noted earlier in response to the point about appetite self-regulation, we have revised multiple parts of the manuscript to reflect the nuance between emotional self-regulation and appetite self-regulation, with the former referring to temperament-based self-regulation that is non-specific to foods and includes measures of negative affectivity (i.e., a measure of emotionality) and effortful control (i.e., a measure self-regulation). However, we now explicitly acknowledge the distinction between emotional self-regulation and appetite self-regulation. We believe that appetite self-regulation can be represented by the processes of both emotional self-regulation and appetitive traits. We have revised our manuscript to reflect this conceptualization. We appreciate Reviewer 1 helping us to clarify and refine our own thinking about these issues in this manuscript.
On line 64 you mention “effortful control representing control or reflective (e.g., top-down) processes.”  Here it might be more appropriate to use the term “regulatory” rather than “reflective”.
· We have made this revision.
Line 496 there is a “to” missing.
· We have made this corrections to the funding section.

