Response to reviewer query
The authors have fully integrated the remarks and justified their answers with which I generally agree.
In their response, the authors indicated that they measured the deformations by digital image correlation. This point does not appear in the experimental protocol of mechanical testing. I think that the authors should specify this point (method of measurement, software used). This allows the reader to have a complete and accurate view of the experimental protocol and allows other researchers to be able to repeat similar tests in another study on other tissues using a similar protocol. Thus it is important to be exhaustive in the description of experimental protocols to maximize the impact of publications.
Except this minor precision I accept the manuscript for publication.
ANSWER: Thank you for re-assuring this. In fact, the authors have to apologize as they claimed to have used digital image correlation (DIC) data in the previous response to a point that the reviewer raised. However, contrary to other works of the authors where DIC is commonly used, in this study the mechanical parameters were calculated from the crosshead displacement data. This given study targets to address the influencing factors on mechanical parameters when collagen-rich tissues are tested in a tensile testing setup. The given dataset allows to highlight the considerable variation that occurs as a consequence of several factors that were outlined in the introduction and the discussion. However, the authors agree that the reader has to be made aware that these data are likely insufficient when being used for computational models and it should be referred to other works, in which DIC data is used. The following passage was implemented in the discussion part of the manuscript to make the reader fully aware of this point: “The here given setup calculated the mechanical parameters based on the crosshead displacement data using a 3D-printed template that allowed to taper all the samples to the same size, which is specified above. However, a digital imaging correlation (DIC)-based approach [5] should be chosen, when it is intended to use the given mechanical parameters for, e.g., computer modelling purposes rather than for the here given intention. Using DIC, the mechanical parameters can be measured based on in-field strains of the stochastic speckle pattern on the surface of the sample. An important advantage of DIC is that even small differences in the inter-individual shape of the samples can be balanced when the mechanical parameters are calculated, which is not possible with the here given approach. Therefore, DIC-based data provides more accurate absolute mechanical values compared to crosshead displacement-based data. If the sample doesn’t present a natural stochastic pattern, which applies for most biological materials, this pattern has to be created on the surface of the sample, with potential effects on the mechanical parameters (e.g., increase of elastic modulus by dehydrating effect of sample coating or denaturation effect on collagens with resulting strength decrease). For the human iliotibial tract as another collagen-rich soft tissue, surface coating with water- and solvent-based coating sprays as well as graphite speckling was shown not to affect the mechanical parameters of the same [29].” 
Moreover, the authors implemented this important point in the limitations part of the manuscript as follows: “The here given study used crosshead displacement data to evaluate the mechanical parameters of the human dura mater in order to demonstrate the variation of biomechanical parameters in tensile tests of collagen-rich tissues. However, for computational modelling purposes, DIC-based data as provided in other studies [5] should be used as the resulting absolute mechanical values can be considered more accurate and appropriate for this purpose.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Again, the authors hope that the reviewer accepts the apologies for the confusion regarding this point in the previous point by point response and agrees that the chosen setup including its discussion is sufficient for the purpose of this study and beneficial to its readership. 



